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This volume is the result of the third of three

workshops funded by the European Science

Foundation. Two earlier volumes have dealt with

aspects of the earlier palaeolithic and we move

here to what is described as Europe�s �Golden Age�.

No gold, of course, but otherwise aptly named for

it was a period in which virtually all of the behaviours

identified on the archaeologist�s shopping list as

�modern� appear as the synapses of networks which

make up Europe�s first complex society. The book

shows both the strengths and weaknesses of

modern Europe. It is, first of all, a wonderful

achievement to have brought together the work of

so many distinguished scholars to bear on the

nature and problems of the Gravettian. Even so,

the book is as fragmented as the geography of

Europe and little attempt seems to have been made

to structure the papers into regions or themes.

Moreover, some papers � even though excellent in

their own right � could have been integrated with

powerful effect. I think here particularly of Olga

Soffer�s paper on �Gravettian technologies� (5)1  and

the contribution of Svoboda et al on the �Gravettian

in Moravia�(15) which both cover areas of the same

ground. Nonetheless, an excellent introductory

overview by Mussi, Roebroeks and Svoboda (1)

partially compensates for the organisational

problems of the oeuvre as a whole.

It would be impractical, in the context of this

review, to comment individually on all 28 papers

published (table 1). Rather, I will deal with a number

of themes that seem to me to be of particular interest.

1 Ritual, belief and shamanism

1.1 The Balzi Rossi figurines

Mussi, Cinq-Mars and Bolduc, in their review (8)

of the large collection of figurines from the caves

of the Balzi Rossi, interpret these first in their own

right and then link them to the European series of

�Venus� figurines. The Balzi Rossi are otherwise

known as the Grimaldi caves and are situated in

Liguria on the Italian Mediterranean coast. Two of

these caves have yielded the largest single group

of human figurines in Europe, a total of fifteen, of

which half have come to light only very recently in

a private collection in Canada. These figurines are

known to have come from excavations that took

place between 1883 and 1895 in the Grotte du

Prince [Grotta del Principe] and Barma Grande.

Their original contexts are largely unclear (Mussi

1990:135), but it can be said of the sites in general

that the Grotte du Prince had been largely filled

with sediments by the end of the Middle

Palaeolithic, whereas Barma Grande was a focus
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for intensive settlement during the Gravettian. The

latter was also a site where at least three

ceremonial burials took place. Interestingly, given

the apparent importance of ritual activity at the Balzi

Rossi caves, no coeval parietal art is attested there.

It is noteworthy that the same is true also of

European cave-sites that have yielded Gravettian

ceremonial burials except for the Grotta Paglicci

in Apulia (Mussi 1990:135).

The strength of the authors� approach lies in

their comprehensive treatment of the data. They

were able to show, from the identification of

perforations and surfaces polished from use, that

some figures had been worn or mounted for display.

More importantly, and crucial to their interpretation

of the meaning of the art, is the recognition that a

number of pieces displayed double representations

which seemed to represent dynamic scenes of

transformation. The normal English term for this

would be �shape shifting2 � but the authors have used

a neologism from Classical Greek, �palaeo-

morphing� (literally �ancient shaping�). Comparanda

are cited, from Pech-Merle in the west to Avdeevo

in the east, of representations that may be double

or polyiconic. Moreover, comparisons have been

sought and found with pieces that seem to display

anthropo-zoomorphism, that is to say a liminal

being migrating between two forms of reality. What

is striking about the members of the Balzi Rossi

group is that they can be seen to form part of a

wider European scene, with affinities identified with

three styles of representation: figurines of Kostenki-

Lespugue type, commonly made of ivory and stone

and widely distributed across Europe; circular

masks of ivory and stone, a rare type; and �Western

type� abstract human figurines found in western

Europe and made of coloured stone.

The raw materials of the Balzi Rossi figurines

break down as follows:

raw material frequency

ivory 2

antler 1

chlorite 2

steatite 10

Of these, the ivory figures probably reflect the

import of finished artefacts from distant areas where

mammoths were present, unlike Liguria. Steatite,

whilst local and easy to carve, could generally have

been found only as small pebbles, after what may

have been either an extended focused search, or

perhaps more likely as a spin-off from a strategy of

embedded procurement. The stylistic and the raw

material evidence converge to indicate that the

production of these figurines took place in a context

in which these representations were imbued with

meaning and value. Specifically, the authors would

see the figurines as symbolically complex and

representing �the expression of a sophisticated set

of beliefs or a world view�. In short, they would see

the cosmology of these icons as reflecting the

practice of shamanism. Their suggestion has far

reaching implications for it links the art of the

figurines with that of palaeolithic cave art and with

some, at least, of the Gravettian ceremonial burials.

1.2 Burial and Brno

As Mussi et al (1:6) express it, �the very fact of

burying a dead person, sometimes with a rich

assemblage of goods, is innovative enough not to

occur by chance in otherwise chronologically,

geographically and sometimes culturally related

areas�. Gravettian ceremonial burial � like art � is

pan-European in its scale and practice. Of

particular relevance here is the paper by Oliva (11)

which deals with the Brno II burial in the Czech

Republic. This was salvaged in 1891, at the same

time as excavations of the Balzi Rossi caves were

taking place. The grave was an isolated find which

has the merit of reducing uncertainty about the

integrity of the association. The skeleton has now

been directly dated to 23,680 + 200 BP (OxA-

8283). The range of grave goods is highly unusual

and includes the only figurine ever to have been

found in a sepulchral context. Finds include the

ochre-strewn burial of an adult male suffering from

periostitis; a mammoth scapula (covering the

burial) and other megaherbivore remains of

mammoth and woolly rhinoceros; a composite

male figurine of ivory (the so-called �marionette�);
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decorative items including 600 fossil shells

interpreted as a ornaments for a head-covering, 2

large slate disks, and 14 roundels variously made

of haematite, soft stone, bone, mammoth molar

and ivory; finally, a reindeer antler with polished

end interpreted as a drumstick.

Oliva sees three features as being of special

significance. First, the periostitic condition of the

burial would have resulted in chronic pain and

possibly psychological trauma. Second, the

situation of the burial away from any settlement.

Third, the nature of the grave goods, including the

large herbivore bones. A shamanic interpretation

is founded on these data: the deceased�s state of

health might have given him social recognition as

a shaman; the nature and placement of the grave

goods denotes specialness - among these, the

figurine is remarkable - and the drumstick, if

correctly identified, has an obvious significance as

an instrument associated with the inducing of

altered states of consciousness.

Looking beyond Brno, the burials can be seen

to reflect differential and, probably in some cases,

inherited status (Aldhouse-Green 2000a:236-38).

This varying treatment is seen also in sites like

the Grotta Paglicci or Dolní Vestonice where some

bodies were represented by no more than scatters

of human bone (1:3). Oliva�s argument (11) that

the state of health of the Brno burial may indicate

a special status in life as a shaman may be

extended. Thus, in later prehistoric Europe, people

whose position was in some way liminal � and

health is but one possibility � were often treated

differentially in death or, even, were singled out for

death (MA Green 2001:152-160). In a Gravettian

context the Dolní Vestonice XIV burial, of uncertain

gender and suffering both from curvature of the spine

and a diseased femur, is striking in this regard.

The complex symbolism of the Gravettian burials

will ensure that they remain a key area for continuing

study and analysis.

1.3 Art

The theme of art is comprehensively studied by

Clottes (7) who details its full development during

the Aurignacian. Given the Gravettian development

of ceremonial burial, constructed dwellings, fired

clay technology and textiles, it is perhaps nice to

discover something which the Gravettians did not

invent.

The continuation of art through the Gravettian

is documented, as are differing thematic

trajectories in western and eastern Europe. The

absolute number of 14C determinations is presently

too limited to provide a detailed understanding but

the outlines are clear. Of interest is the change, in

the west only, from Aurignacian images of

dangerous animals � rhinoceros, mammoth, bear

and lion are particularly common at Chauvet � to a

Gravettian bestiary dominated by hunted animals.

The largest assemblage of Gravettian parietal art

is that known from Gargas, where the commonest

animals in declining order of frequency are bison/

aurochs, horse, ibex, deer and birds. The latter,

perhaps symbols of shamanic flight occur also at

Trois Frères in the Gallery of the Owls, and a series

of broadly coeval bird figurines is known from Mal�ta

in Siberia (14:185). Other images that might be

shamanic include therianthropes at Cougnac and

Pech-Merle, and painted hands at Gargas, Pech-

Merle and Cosquer.  The case for shamanic elements

in palaeolithic art has been well made elsewhere

(for example Clottes & Lewis-Williams 1998).

The art has, however, an importance beyond

its content for the evidence it provides of the

�transmission of knowledge and ritual practices�

(7:90). These present evidence for the role of

memory in society and so provide a context for the

textualisation of places in the landscape, which

become the documents of oral histories both sacred

and secular (infra). Svoboda et al (15:206) take up

this theme of the �integrated [human] awareness

of space and time, group identity, memory, epics

and life and death concepts� and its implications

for the �informative and adaptive significance� of

symbolic behaviour.

2 Human behaviours

The appearance of modern human behaviours has

seen recent hotly contested debate. I sense that
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the balance of view is now moving to those who

would favour a progressive appearance of such

behaviours over a period of at least the last

300,000 years. In consequence, the old

equation of Upper Palaeolithic = anatomically

modern humans is no longer meaningful and it

is now permissible to talk of �Upper Palaeolithic

Neanderthals� (Zilhão 2001) in a context where

the Neanderthal/Modern Human transition is

seen as having taken place �between

behaviourally similar groups of humans�

(Trinkaus et al 2001:62).  In Hunters of the

Golden Age, Roebroeks and Corbey (6) have

looked at how the chest of drawers classification

of the palaeolithic has had the feedback effect

of similarly stratifying our thinking into an

attitude which may be paraphrased from Orwell�s

Animal Farm as �Modern Humans good,

Neanderthals bad�. Through looking at a number

of themes, they seek to display differential

attitudes to evidence on either side of this divide

and thus to expose �double standards�. In the

case of burial they look, for example, at criteria

developed to identify graves as opposed to

human disposals, and comment on the double

standard whereby some authors would reject

Neanderthal burials as deliberate but would

accept later cases as purposeful even where

the criteria were not met. The theme of

palaeolithic dwellings is reviewed in the light of

the work of Kolen (1999) who would dismiss as

unsubstant iated a l l  European dwel l ing

structures before the Gravettian.  Roebroeks and

Corbey use Kolen�s work to highlight another

double standard whereby c i rcular

Châtelperronian structures at Arcy-sur-Cure

were perceived as, �influenced by the Moderns

� not developed independently by the

Neanderthals� (Stringer & Gamble 1993:200). But

the rug has now anyway been firmly pulled out from

under this interpretation for Kolen in his �Hominids

without homes� does not perceive the Arcy

structures as constructed dwellings but rather as

�centrifugal living structures� - �lieux de couchage�

as it were - only a little way up the evolutionary

housing ladder from chimpanzee nests.

2.1 Repetitive behaviour and memory

The issue of �repetitive behaviour� is raised with

particular reference to my own site of Paviland Cave,

Wales. The definitive monograph on Paviland

(Aldhouse-Green ed 2000a; 2000b) appeared too

late for inclusion in �periodisations and double

standards�, but an earlier paper (Aldhouse-Green

& Pettitt 1998) is commented upon3 . Before dealing

with the analysis of the article, two comments on

the site require clarification. First is their statement

that �the ceremonial burial character of the human

remains is simply taken for granted� (page 79). To

my knowledge, the interpretation of the human

remains has never been challenged, certainly not

by the key people who have written or commented

on the burial including Sollas. Breuil, Garrod,

McBurney, Campbell and Jacobi. This is because

of the clarity of the account of the original excavator,

William Buckland in 1823. Indeed, Roebroeks

himself (23:304) refers to the burial in a later paper

with the words �the only burial known from the Mid

Upper Palaeolithic of northwestern Europe is the

�Red Lady of  Paviland� � documented about 175

years ago, remarkably detailed for its period�.

Second, in our 1998 article, we evoked a model to

explain continued visits to the site, between c 26-

21,000 BP, through the period of climatic downturn.

Roebroeks (23:303) would shorten this period to

26-23,000 BP through rejection of the 21,000 BP

determination. This is based on his view, quoting

Street and Terberger (22) that northern and central

Europe � a potential colonisation source area for

Britain � was devoid of human population from 23-

20,000 BP. However, reference to the relevant paper

(22:290) reveals a suggestion, based on the

evidence from Wiesbaden-Igstadt, that �Central

Europe could have been visited sporadically on

several occasions during the period 23,000-15,000

BP�. It may be, therefore, that Britain could have

seen similar visitation.

Paviland saw a succession of human

presences. These begin with Neanderthal

occupation and extend through late Aurignacian

(the main phase of settlement); early Gravettian

(represented by one Font Robert point and,
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perhaps later, the �Red Lady�); followed by visits at

24, 23 and 21,000 BP represented respectively by

an ivory pendant (the �Sollas egg�), bone artefacts

interpreted as anthropomorphic, and a final phase

of ivory-working. Our model to explain human

presence at Paviland is further developed in

Aldhouse-Green (2000b; 2001a) and detailed

comment here would not be appropriate. In

summary, however, the suggestion is made that

the burial at Paviland may have defined it as a

sacred site, a locus consecratus, and that this

status � combined with secular expediency in

exploiting the potential of the site�s location and

the resources it afforded - may explain repeated

visits over the next 5000 radiocarbon years when

the British peninsula was otherwise virtually

depopulated. The interpretation is based upon the

principle that we are dealing here with behaviourally

fully modern humans and that understanding their

interactions, both within their own societies and

with the landscapes wherein their social life was

embedded, must take account equally of the

integration of the sacred and the profane within not

only in belief-systems, but also in everyday

existence. These arguments were extended

through a paper in the Paviland monograph by Rhys

Jones (2000) who articulated these concepts in

the context of modern hunter-gatherer societies.

The present authors ably demonstrate how thinking

on the interpretation of Upper Palaeolithic art has

moved from a nineteenth century perception of it

as having an �absence de symbolisme� to a modern

recognition of its complexity, aesthetic qualities

and indeed �religiosité�.  Accordingly, they would

not seem to be at variance with the principle of

concerns of the spirit offering at least a partial

explanation for human action. My reservation,

however, would be that they seem to have divorced

the issue of art from the real world in which material

and immaterial culture present a seamless

continuum (Conkey 2001:285).

The key message of Roebroeks and Corbey

concerns the pigeon-holing of Neanderthals and

anatomically modern humans into conceptual

frameworks that are based on our expectations of

life either side of an Archaic/Modern divide. This is

important and they are to be commended for saying

it, even though some of their detail worries me. For

example, they open the way through their demolition

of the Berlin � perhaps rather �Feldhofer� � Wall

between the Ancients and the Moderns to a radical

re-interpretation of �landmark� sites like La Cotte

and Kebara, yet fail to embrace the logic of their

argument.  What is the following statement if not

itself an ethnocentric double standard (6:79): �who

would seriously think of invoking folk memory and

ceremonial pilgrimage in interpreting multi-level

Middle Palaeolithic sites, even such spectacular

�landmark� sites as La Cotte de St Brelade (Jersey)

or Kebara (Israel) with its well-documented burial

?�. If a �bottom-up� approach (6:82) is to be truly

pursued - �observing and documenting what

palaeolithic hominids actually did and how their

behaviour changed over time, not just whether or

not they could do what modern humans did�  - then

we must open our minds to the possibility of the

early emergence of complex behaviours which are

increasingly perceived as rooted within the Middle

Pleistocene (Wenban-Smith 2000). I return to this

point in my conclusion.

3 Human populations and mammal biomass

3.1 Dating and the settlement of Europe

Radiocarbon dating underpins our understanding

of the chronology of this period and Paul Pettitt�s

wise paper (3) should be required reading for all

archaeologists, Problems of sample movement in

the ground particularly affect charcoal and lead to

residuality or invasivity. Of particular interest here

is Pettitt�s suggestion that global environmental

factors may have led to co-varying spatial and time

transgressive settlement in northern and southern

Europe respectively, with a wavelength of the order

of 3000 years. This may tie in with Soffer�s concept

(2000:142) of dichotomous and fluctuating areas

of settlement in last glaciation Europe with the more

northerly regions seeing a pattern of patchy and

unpredictable food resources resulting in a need

for larger territories at higher latitudes. It is clear

that natural and cultural patterns reflect regionality
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in the Gravettian and that investigation should

therefore proceed at both European and regional

levels.

3.2 Mammal biomass and the mammoth steppe

Guthrie and Kolfschoten�s paper (2) is a model of

clear exposition of the nature and problems of the

Middle Weichselian mammoth steppe, which they

see as open and virtually treeless �yet tolerated by

a diverse assortment of mammalian species � and

� palaeolithic people�. Its wide-ranging herbivores

comprised mammoth, woolly rhino, bison, horse,

reindeer and saiga � albeit with varying regional

densities of which the mammoth presents a classic

example (24:314). The key prey species were

hyaena, wolf and lion. The authors (2) focus equally

on the climatic systems leading to the formation

of the Steppe, its maintenance, and its human

implications. The context was one of see-saw

changes in climate which would have resulted in

alternating successes and failures of the Steppe

itself as measured by mammalian diversity and

density. How would this environment have impacted

on herds and humans? The view is that the mega-

herbivores would have become less territorial and

more wide-ranging. Large herds, particularly of

horse, bison, reindeer and saiga antelope, would

have offered rich but unpredictable pickings for

human hunters. At the spiritual level, a focus on

hunting a particular species or group of species

may have fostered the kind of identification with a

particular animal which forms such a key part of

shamanism. It would also have created a need for

an individual, perhaps a shaman, to predict � or to

discover via a soul journey (Vitebsky 1995) � the

movements of game. At a practical level, the human

hunters would have both become more mobile and

would also have diversified their food sources.

The authors move to discuss mammalian

biomass, which they claim to be impossible to

reconstruct from the fossil record (2:17). It is

certainly possible, however, to construct evidence

for regional relative biomass by radiocarbon dating

carefully selected faunal assemblages. Nonetheless,

they recognise evidence for a higher biomass in OIS

3 in the form of greater diversity of species and

postulate, to explain this, a complex interaction of

occasional climatic severity with a routine climate

that was neither especially cold nor dry.

3.3 The northern frontier

Two papers touch on the issue of range expansion,

which is seen as an indicator of �modern� behaviour

(McBrearty & Brooks 2000). Lars Larsson (12)

deals with the strange situation that obtained in

Scandinavia where there was an abundance of

mammoths, with 14C determinations concentrated

in the range 30-20,000 BP but extending earlier.

There is no accompanying evidence for human

settlement but such is known at least as far north,

at 36,000 BP, to 66°of latitude within the Arctic

Circle of European Russia (13 and Pavlov et al

2001). Where, therefore, were the humans? It is

suggested that settlements submerged by sea level

rise may be the answer. I recall in this regard

hearing the tantalising suggestion that Doggerland,

so brilliantly brought to life by Bryony Coles (1998),

could have been a source area for what became

the British Gravettian. Much credit to Lars Larsson

for this thought provoking paper.

Roebroeks (23) examines the issue of the

settlement of northwestern Europe and poses the

question as to whether it was �a marginal matter�.

Occupation is virtually absent on the northern plains

and pockets of settlement are restricted to the

dissected marginal uplands where a variety of areas

of animal and plant resources and raw materials

could be exploited. He points out, however, that

much the same is true of Europe as a whole,

excluding of course a few such mega-sites as Dolní

Vestonice in the east or the Dordogne sites in the

west, and wonders whether the �base-camps� may

not have been inundated by Neothermal marine

transgression or have been buried by colluvium or

loess. This, however, is an argument ex ignorantia.

More satisfying, and challenging, is the author�s

concluding speculation that the Gravettians may

simply have �had another way of moving through

these landscapes � more mobile � without

investment in structures� (23:308).
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4 Looking beyond lithics

4.1 People and populations; gender and genes

The distinguished work of Olga Soffer has led to

an increasing interest in gender issues among

palaeolithic archaeologists. Her paper here (5),

whilst concerned with wider issues than gender, is

no disappointment in this regard. The paper by

Churchill et al (4) also throws light on male/female

roles. Here we may note that humeri of males and,

to a lesser extent, of females tend to be bilaterally

asymmetrical, probably as a response to habitual

use of thrusting or throwing weapons (page 44).

Soffer�s work (5) on the sites of the Pavlov hills

integrates a number of themes. Net hunting,

probably for terrestrial game and likely to have been

practised by women and children, resulted in the

accumulation of a food surplus. The processing of

tuber, fruit and seed porages or mueslis � activities

evidenced by grinding stones and boiling pits � is

also likely to have been a female activity. Food

accumulation and storage helped to make possible

large seasonal aggregations whose function was

in part to dispel the tensive and frictive strains that

will have built up in small, highly mobile, hunter-

gatherer groups in the course of their extended

wandering. Such aggregations may be strongly

correlated with ritual performances, events which

may leave residues of a non-everyday kind. This is

exactly what occurs in the Moravian sites, where

the presence of large numbers of terracotta figurines

designed to explode during firing has been

described as performance art.

A number of papers (including 1, 8, 10, 15-16,

20-21) look at the long distance �transport

geography� of the movement of lithics or of items

of adornment. These patterns are a feature of the

whole area of Eurasia under study here. Shells

found at the Rhineland sites of Mainz-Linsenberg

and Sprendlingen had been transported over 1,000

kilometres from the shores of the Mediterranean

(21:276). Such transport speaks of extended social

networks, perhaps even of very extensive mobility.

With artefacts the interpretation is a matter of

inference. However, with evidence directly derived

from skeletal remains, the evidence base is more

assured. The analyses reported by Churchill et al

(4) are full of fascinating detail from which emerges

certain key conclusions. Schumann�s study of

cranial morphology (pages 32-36) demonstrates

European homogeneity throughout the Gravettian,

with regional diversification only beginning with the

Last Glacial Maximum. Formicola�s study of

stature (pages 30-42) similarly shows the

occurrence of very tall individuals equally in the

case of samples as far apart as Liguria and Moravia.

Again, height changes with the Last Glacial

Maximum and the reason may be decreased gene

flow in the context of more spatially restricted social

networks. A corresponding change, identified by

Holliday (pages 36-39), is that from a warm to a

more cold-adapted body shape from the time of the

Last Glacial Maximum, an event which seems to

have been of seminal importance for the evolution of

modern Europeans. The key result from this study

of the physical remains of the �Hunters of the Golden

Age� has been to endorse the prescience of Gamble�s

views (1991) on the development of open social

networks as the OIS 3 climatic downturn took place

on the Mammoth Steppe.

4.2 Golden Age or gilded age?

The editors begin the book with a brief account

(1:1-2) of the concept of history as being marked

by cultural decay, a fall from grace from a golden

age. Mussi and her colleagues see the Gravettians

as consumers of the affluent life on the Mammoth

Steppe, as people who had �never had it so good�4 .

The use of the concept by the authors is effective

and to be applauded, but what was the reality of

life between 30,000 and 20,000 BP? This period

was in no sense a unity, as the varied papers make

clear; nonetheless, we may ask � taking the

Gravettian sensu lato as its core � what was new,

other than in matter of degree? Certainly not art,

nor long distance provisioning. Undoubted house-

sites occur for the first time but, even so, are

actually rather rare. What is new is the evidence

for a complex society in which access to prestige,

and probably power also, were afforded by birth
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rather than through achievement. In this power-

structure, shamans � whose actual remains may

be preserved in such a burial as Brno II � may have

played a notable role. The physical evidence for

widespread human interbreeding complements the

archaeological evidence for far flung contacts

across the Mammoth Steppe. Much is rightly made

in the book of the importance of seasonal

aggregation as a focus for ritual performance and

for social contact of all kinds. The evidence for such

sites is quite localised and located within the more

southerly areas of Europe. There is, however,

another form of social aggregation, which can be

inferred on mathematical grounds, where it can be

shown that wide-ranging contacts effectively

increase population size �on a scale proportional

to the square of the distance radius�. This idea is

developed in a paper by Shennan (2001:14) in the

context of his argument that population increase

may, on its own, through multiplication of the

numbers of possible contact opportunities for

cultural innovation and their transmission, account

for the punctuated but progressive development and

spread of Modern Human behaviours. This

compelling model runs in parallel with my own

suggestion (2001b) that the study of the skeletal

remains of hominid species over the last half million

years may amount to little more than a taxonomic

exercise with the brains of such species at the

Heidelbergs, Neanderthals and helmei all having a

like capacity for the development of behaviours which

we would now describe as modern. The climatic

downturn may have afforded the heightened social

contact and aggregation opportunities necessary for

such innovations. Truly, a �Golden Age�.

1 Numbers in parentheses refer to the numbering of contributions in

Hunters of the Golden Age.

2 Also skin-turning or transmogrification

3 Both authors take responsibility for the paper but the �cultural

geography speculation� (6:79) was largely the work of Aldhouse-

Green; the dating section was written primarily by Pettitt.

4 Election slogan by Harold Macmillan, leader of the British

Conservative party, during the 1959 general election

Table 1  Hunters of the Golden Age, contents

1 Margherita Mussi, Wil Roebroeks and Jirí Svoboda: Hunters of the Golden Age: an introduction

2 Dale Guthrie and Thijs van Kolfschoten: Neither warm and moist, nor cold and arid: the ecology of the

Mid Upper Palaeolithic

3 Paul Pettitt: Chronology of the Mid Upper Palaeolithic: the radiocarbon evidence

4 Steven Churchill, Vincenzo Formicola, Trenton Holliday, Brigitte Holt and Betsy Schumann: The Upper

Palaeolithic population of Europe in an evolutionary perspective

5 Olga Soffer: Gravettian technologies in social contexts

6 Wil Roebroeks and Raymond Corbey: Periodisations and double standards in the study of the Palaeolithic

7 Jean Clottes: Art between 30,000 and 20,000 bp

8 Margherita Mussi, Jacques Cinq-Mars and Pierre Bolduc: Echoes from the mammoth steppe: the case

of the Balzi Rossi

9 Ludmila Iakovleva: The Gravettian art of Eastern Europe as exemplified in the figurative art of Kostenki 1

10 Yvette Taborin: Gravettian body ornaments in Western and Central Europe

11 Martin Oliva: The Brno II Upper Palaeolithic burial

12 Lars Larsson: Plenty of mammoths but no humans? Scandinavia during the Middle Weichselian

13 Pavel Pavlov and Svein Indrelid: Human occupation in Northeastern Europe during the period 35,000 -

18,000 bp

14 Sergey Vasil�ev: The Siberian mosaic: Upper Palaeolithic adaptations and change before the Last Glacial

Maximum

15 Jirí Svoboda, Bohuslav Klíma, Lenka Jarosová and Petr Skrdla: The Gravettian in Moravia: climate,

behaviour and technological complexity
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16 Martin Oliva: Some thoughts on pavlovian adaptations and their alternatives

17 Viola Dobosi: Interior parts of the Carpathian Basin between 30,000 and 20,000 bp

18 Anta Montet-White: A scarcity of MUP sites in the Sava Valley, stratigraphic hiatus and/or depopulation

19 Joachim Hahn: The Gravettian in Southwest Germany - environment and economy

20 Anne Scheer: The Gravettian in Southwest Germany: stylistic features, raw material resources and

settlement patterns

21 Gerhard Bosinski: The period 30,000 - 20,000 bp in the Rhineland

22 Martin Street and Thomas Terberger: The German Upper Palaeolithic 35,000 - 15,000 bp. New dates and

insights with emphasis on the Rhineland

23 Wil Roebroeks: A marginal matter: the human occupation of northwestern Europe - 30,000 to 20,000 bp

24 François Djindjian: The Mid Upper Palaeolithic (30,000 to 20,000 bp) in France

25 Jean-Philippe Rigaud: Human adaptation to the climatic deterioration of the last Pleniglacial in southwestern

France (30,000 - 20,000 bp)

26 João Zilhão: Nature and culture in Portugal from 30,000 to 20,000 bp

27 Margherita Mussi: Heading south: the Gravettian colonisation of Italy

Catherine Perlès: Greece, 30,000 - 20,000 bp
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